THE MANUSCRIPTS
divine, and a copious and learned writer, with a passion for religious
unity which took him on journeys over Europe. In 1654 he left
England on his last voyage, and died at Cassel in 1680. The work
in the Library was performed from 1654 toll ^77 by the Deputy,
Richard Pearson. Durie is also remembered as the author of The
Reformed Librarie Keeper^ which he published in the year of his
appointment. He took a liberal view of a librarian's functions, which
he defined as "to keep the publick stock of learning, to increase it,
and to propose it [i.e. make it available] to others in the waie which
may be most helpful unto all."
He was followed by another Scot, Thomas Ross, who had been in
Charles IPs service as tutor to the young Monmouth. In the first
year of his tenure of office he bought the Morice Collection (already
mentioned under the Printed Books), which contained some MSS.
He nominally held the post till 1677, w^en he was followed by the
brothers Henry Frederick and James Thynne in conjunction.
There were two libraries, at Whitehall and at St. James's. The
former, which was visited by Evelyn in 1680 and again in 1681, was
destroyed by one (or both) of the fires which burned the Palace in
1691 and 1697-98; the latter is shown by Bernard's Catalogue of
1698 not to have suffered subsequent loss, at any rate to the MSS.
A little before this, about 1678, the last considerable addition was
made to the collection by the acquisition of the MSS. gathered by
John Theyer (d, 1673), which included many volumes from the
monastic libraries of the Western Counties.
With the accession ^of William III a new appointment was made,
the. post of Librarian being given to a learned French Protestant,
Henri Justel, who had given up his post of Secretary to Louis XIV
and arrived in England about 1681, selling his own fine library,
which included some rare MSS. The reversion of the office was
granted to one of his immediate predecessors, James Thynne, who
however disposed of it to Richard Bentley, its most distinguished
holder. On Justel's death in 1693 Bentley was appointed, being yet a
young man under thirty; he took up his residence three years later
in the Keeper's apartments at St. James's, and here used to meet
the brilliant circle which included Wren, Locke and Newton. The
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